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172 THE AMERICAN 

and character of a butterfly than there is between 
a ship’s name—the Furious, the Coquette, or 
the Betsy-Jane—and the moral disposition or 
appearance of the vessel that bears it.” 

This, of course, is to be regretted; but so far 

as names already bestowed are concerned, the 
evil is irremediable. But may we not ask that 

sjthose entomologists who devote their energies 
mainly to the description of genera and species 
should, in the future, take some little trouble to 
seek out names which convey an accurate idea 
of that which they wish to describe ? and always 
accompany it by a translation, so as to prevent 
any possibility of misconstruction of their mean¬ 
ing. There is another point of great importance. 
In forming a new species or genus, why not 
always give the distinctive differences that dis¬ 
tinguish the new species or genus from its 
hearest congener or family? Rennie, in his 

valuable synopsis of British Lepidoptera, says : 

Acherontia—Wings entire and acute, the 
jaws short. 

Sphinx—Wings entire and acute, jaws long- 
ish, and the antennae not clubbed at the tip. 

The inference here may be that Sphinx is 
distinguished from Acherontia by its longer 
jaws, and by not having the antennae clubbed 
at the tip. But we are not told which sort of 
antennae Acherontia has, and the learner would 
certainly hesitate before drawing the above infer- 

literature, writing elaborate Latin diagnoses dj 
probable new species, or turning out descrip¬ 
tions of improbable ones, at the rate of so many 
per hour, is apt to imagine that his occupation 
constitutes Entomology; and, as a consequence, 
he too often looks down upon the poor fly¬ 
catcher with something like contempt; but foi 
all that, the despised collector often, of the two. 
does the more for science, by which is here 
meant the acquisition and diffusion of sound 
knowledge, and not the art of piling up a 
synonymy for the bewilderment of future gene: 
rations. The observer, on the other hand, wher 
his observations are conducted with caution anc 
carefully recorded, is the most scientific ; or it 
other words does'more than the other two pu 
together to acquire and diffuse knowledge.” 

As I have already said, I have no doubt tha 
the superciliousness of the literary Entomologis; 
may have some effect upon his language; but i 
he will remember that “ science must be catho¬ 
lic to be worthy of the name,” doubtless he will 
henceforth, seek to obtain that catholicity by 
writing in as plain English as he finds himsell 

Tomato Fruit-worm—We learn from a re¬ 

cent number of Scientific Opinion, that at a late 
meeting of the London Entomological Society, 
Mr. Jenner Weir exhibited specimens of our 
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SCIENTIFIC LANGUAGE. 

BY W. Y. ANDREWS, NEW YORK. 

Ordinarily, if we seek to convey information 

>n any important subject, we make our language 
is plain and clear as our ability permits us. In 
creating of scientific subjects some authors seem to 

reverse this common-sense rule, and to conceive 
hat the harder and more unusual the words are 
n which they clothe their ideas, the more fitting 
md appropriate they are for the purpose of in¬ 
fraction. This, at all events, is the most 
heritable construction we can put upon their 
:onduct, for surely it is not the avowed object 
>f the instructor to puzzle and bewilder his 
>upils. These remarks, although applicable to 
he language of scientific treatises in general, 

,re especially so to those written on the “Natural 
Sciences,” and particularly to those on Botany 
,nd Entomology. With the former I do not 
)ro»pose to deal at present. 
Dr. Knaggs tells us that “pursuit of truth, 

oith a love of nature, and a laudable desire to 
nvestigate the histories of the wonderf ul organ- 
sms which God has, in his wisdom, created,” 
ire among the motives that induce men to be¬ 
come entomologists. Such being the case, it 
^CrtalnlvjS t^ 

of the 

bv thd 

because it is evident that the assertion that it is 
necessary to use terms derived from the “ learned 
languages” in teaching a science which is some¬ 
times studied by persons not acquainted with 
the English language, will not bear a moment’s 
investigation. 

In a work devoted to entomology I find the 
following sentence: “Head and thorax, above, 
obscure brown mixed withashen scales. Abdo¬ 
men, obscure testaceous-cinereous.’’ By reference 

to a Latin dictionary we find that “testaceous” ' 
may mean “brick-colored,” and “cinereous” 
“ashen-grey.” So “obscure testaceous-cinereous” 
means a color which is an uobscure brick-colored 

ashen-grey;” and anybody who is sufficiently 
versed in the English language to understand 
the phrase, “ Head and thorax obscure-brown,” 

would probably understand “ obscure brick- 
colored ashen-grey ” just as readily as he would 
comprehend “obscure testaceous-cinereous,” the 
probability being that he would understand 
neither. The newspapers have been laughing 
at some contemporary for describing an oyster 
as a “ marine acephalous mollusc of the lamelli- 
branchiate order of the genus ostrea;” but is 
there anything in this more absurd than is to be 
found in many a text book oil entorn qToa-y ? 
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CIRCULAR AND REGISTER. 

In the Laboratory thorough practical instruction is also given in chemist^ as 
applied to mining, mineralogy, and general analysis. The connection with the 
Literary Department of the University enables a student who has pursued a full 
course to obtain the degree of Doctor in Philosophy. 

Persons desiring to prepare themselves for the duties of instructors or lecturers 
-on chemistry are fitted for such situations. 
; Assays and analyses of all kinds, needed by business men, are made in the 
' usual manner. 

MOTT MEDALS AND PRIZES. 

By the will of the late venerable Dr. Valentine Mott, who was one of the 
> founders of this College, and for many years its President, and Professor of Sur 

gery, perpetual provision was made for the following medals: 

A gold medal to the candidate who shall prepare the best dried anatomical or 
fcnatomico-surgical preparation. 

A silver medal to the second best of that description. 
A bronze medal to the candidate who shall furnish the best book of recorded 

cases and remarks of the Professor of either of the Surgical Clinics. 
Candidates for graduation, as well as first and second-course students, may com¬ 

pete for these medals. 
The preparations shall belong to the University Mott Prize Museum, and be 

labelled with the name of the maker. 
The volume of cases shall also belong to, and be deposited in, the Museum. 
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